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Arctic navigator, Sir John Richardson, on " the Admirable Crichton" 
by Mr. David Irving, and on Sir Humphrey Davy by Professor 
Forbes. None of them demand especial notice. 



16. — Waverley Novels. Household Edition. Waverley. — Guy Man- 
nering. — The Antiquary. — Rob Roy. Each in two volumes. Bos- 
ton : Ticknor and Fields. 1857. 16mo. 

We hope, while this edition is in progress, to illustrate at some 
length, and with adequate painstaking, the undiminished claims of the 
Waverley Novels on the whole reading public, and the position which 
they still hold unchallenged at the head of their department of litera- 
ture. Why is it that the pioneer author always remains unrivalled in 
the kind he creates, as Homer in Epic Poetry, .ZEschylus in Tragedy ? 
It may be that the very conception of a new type in literature is within 
the scope only of such minds as are strewn very thinly along the ages ; 
it may be that the success, which the pioneer-writer owes in great part 
to his freedom from all rule and precedent, restricts and cripples the 
liberty of those who come after him, imposing upon them, as arbitrary 
canons, what were his personal idiosyncrasies. Certain it is, that, 
though the term novel was of earlier use and of wider significance, Wa- 
verley was the first specimen of an entirely new kind of fictitious com- 
position, and therefore merited a new and distinctive appellation. And 
equally certain is it that, among the countless multitude of his succes- 
sors, Scott has found no peer. 

But our present purpose is merely to say that the edition before us 
combines all that can make it valuable, — the latest text, the author's 
Introductions and Notes, fair and strong paper, clear type, finely exe- 
cuted engravings, and precisely the size of volume which unites sub- 
stantial beauty with ease of handling and of carriage, so as to be equally 
suited for the shelf and the journey. What and how sumptuous edi- 
tions there may have been on the other side of the Atlantic we cannot 
say ; but this is incomparably the best American edition ever issued. 
It is afforded too at so low a price, as to indicate at once the generous 
enterprise of the publishers, and their liberal estimate, in which we 
trust they are not deceived, of the continued or renewed demand for 
works, which, rapidly as they were given forth, created each a strongly 
defined epoch in the intellectual life of the last generation. 



